Cyclops. Storm. Banshee. Nightcrawler. Wolverine. Colossus. Children of the atom, students of 
Charles Xavier, MUTANTS——feared and hated by the world they have sworn to protect. These 
are the STRANGEST heroes of all! 
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ee WELCOME TO THE LAST HOMENTS (FO 
OF A YOUNG WOMAN'S L/FE. 


UY, 
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FOR TWENTY MINUTES NOW, 
WHILE HER FELLOW X-MEN S/T 
HELPLESSLY IN THE SHIPS 
RADIATION-FROOF L/FE-CELL, 
SHE HAS BEEN PILOTING THE 
STARCORE SPACE SHUTTLE 
TOWARDS EARTH THRL THE 
WORST SOLAR STUN iN 
LIVING MEMORY. 


IT WAS AN Mtl OR NOTHING GANBLE -- THAT HER 
TELEFATHIC POWERS WOULD (PROTECT HER FROM THE 
Pring iC Paes TaN ue Se es es 7O FLY THE en ELAN 
ETY OF VS AIWMOSPAERE || * HE GRIM 
-“AND FOR HER FRIENDS, (7 MAY HAVE FLUO OFF. Pye BE 
- FOUND IN LAST 
ISSUE--ARCHIE. 
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AIN ALERT AR TRAFFIC CQW- THERE WAS WO FUME TO GET READY-- NWOT THAT IT MADE 
TROLLER SLAPPED HIS FANIC ONE MINUTE THE BOG/E WAS ON 7HE MUCH SYERERRENCE Pa 
BUTTON, IMMEDIATELY CLE Ae - OS7VER EOGBE OF THE RADAR PLOT, IN THE END. 

ING ALL TRAFFIC FROM THE WEG, |'T WAS SCREAMING LOW 

UNKNOWN 'S £2/G6A7 OVER LONG BEACH AND CELIAKAURST... 


E COMING APART 
IN UD ke. 


Na 
QE 
‘ 


THE X-MEN HADN'T EXPECTED TO MAKE [Z 
(7 THIS FAR, WHEN THE SOLAR STORM 
RACNATION SENSORS 


LTS OVER QUICKLY NOW, THE SHUTTLE 
SCATTERING WRECKAGE AND BURNING FUEL 
ACROSS THE SYEMIRT OF KENNEDY'S RLINWAY 
COMPLEX AS /T SLAMS THROUGH THE LAST 


CRASH) SARRSEM. » « 


| 
cs cs 
a yi Vie Sie 


FIERE, PERHAPS, te 
OUR Sere A 
ENMS.. od 


-» EXCEPT FOR THE FACT THAT 
X-MEN HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
NOTORIOUSLY SRP TO KILL... YOU CANNOT SAVE 

N NOW! THE RAD/A- 


TEA 
\._| Wr T10N--! THE CRASH 
i\ Zs 2 ; 
Oe - 4 y | da 
. aK. 
Kel, \)\ 6 LBS! 1 b ENS 


* W 


eee” AND ZUM conc P= 
memes? BACK FOR HER ja 
*/GA7 NOW! 
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IRIDESCENT, RAINBOW | \\. 
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TAKE IT EASY HON! 
I've GOT you, 


ou 'RE SAFE NOW, JEAN, 
THE FLIGHT S OVEAC, WE'RE 
ALL BACK ON GARIA/ 
AND YOU'RE GOING TO BE 
ALL RIGAT. 


BUT SHE'S LYING 
SO S7I7LL.., BARELY 
BREATHING,,, ALMOST 
WO PULSE / 


MY MUNG-- 
GURN/ING:- 
SO MANY MEM- 
ORIES... SENSA- 
TIONS -- AA/NV,/ 
INSIDE... TEAR = 
(6 NE APART L 


AS GOOD Vr, T00, 


LET US NOT COMPOUND /& DONE, 
OUR PROBLEMS... HERR PRO - 

SX FESSOR, COURTESY /‘5 

PERHAPS THE FEWER OF MY MAGE-, 


CYCLOPS, ; 
HER FACT THAT 
CASTUIME--: SHE'S S77LL 

ALIVE, 
NOW-- JEAN'S CREATING A BUT SHE /S 
COSTUME OUT OF NOTHING, STILL ALIVE, 


A SUWPLE ENOUGH 
MATTER TO USE MY 
POWERS 10 £E-POLARIZE 
THE CWISTABLED (MOLECULES OF MY 
COSTUME INTO A STMRCORE LIMIFORM 


T'LL SETTLE 
FOR THAT. 


ORAWVY CLOTHES 
YOU WKSA/, 


THAT'S A WEAT TRICK, STORM-- 
BUT I’M AFRAID LYS GLSES 
AREN'T GOING TO AZZ US MUCH. 


ey AFTER ALL, ISN'T THIS THE 
SECONO TIME THE X-MEN 
HAVE MADE A MESS OF 


KENNEDY MMiZPO3RT 2X, 


= 


ZL. iS 
a : "Q == 


THE FIRST WAS IN X-MEN #97. --A.G. 


LEAVING PETER CORBEAL THE SHUTTLE'S "SOLE SURVIVOR”, = 
AND THE X-MEN FREE TO LIVE THEIR OWN LIVES ONCE MORE. 


Mel 
WITNESS THE MUTANT KNOWN ONLY 
AS WOLVERINE, 
YOU BUYIN’ AIN'T NEVER FEZT LIKE THIS 
FLOWERS ARE A 'EM FOR A BEFORE , THOUGH, ALL HO7- 


' . -- AN’ AN '-BOTHERED OVER A 
LIKE THE SIGN FRAIL. 


> 
AIN'T NEVER C4LED 
ABOUT ANYBODY. I 
WHAT'S JEAV ALWAYS LIKED BEIN'’A 
GREY TO you LOWE Ke 
ANYWAY 7 a ©) 
WHAT THE HEY, I'LL SOAO- 
| =; PRISE HER WITH THESE 
hi 


’ 


FLOWERS, MAYBE GET TO 
KIN «.. 


ree ¥) 
y ~ | 
ys Ser 
= =i « WANT. 


Maer == BECAUSE YOLI REALLY SHOULD HAVE EXPECTED | 
YOu SO, 2 THAT JEANS FRIENOS WOLLD STAY AS CLASSE 
WOLVERINE. ii” < TO HER AS POSS/BLE UNTIL THEY KNEW HER FATE. 
/ SU BP rl) Ms 
ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. 


Vv 

CIFE AND DEATH, /T'S ALL THE SAME : I ONLY WISH | EVERYTIME IL TRY 10 KSE 
TO YOU. AS MEANINGLESS--AS a Jb Il COULD, | THEM TO ANY GREAT EXTENT, 
CASCALLY OIGPOSED OF -- AS MOIRA, BUT » MY MIND |S SHIVAGEP BY 
A BUNCH OF “LOWES, Y MY CURSED DREAM / 

THE DOCTORS ; 
HAE BEEN WI' JEAN SUCH A COWG JME, 
CHARLES. ARE YOU SURE THERE'S WO7AING 


--VERY VEARLY BROUGHT 
ON ANOTHER SE/ZURE. _. 


NO, MOIRA. I AND $0, THE HOURS DYEAG, OBY MOVING INTO MIGHT AND 
CANNOT HELP . INTO DAY AGAIN, WITH NO NEW WORD ON JEAN'S CONDITION. 
THIS GIRL I Ay THEY KNEW SHE WAS ALIVE, BUT THAT WAS ALL. fe 

[Za EP be ' ) AH, MOIRA, IT'LL BE OVER 

By Ve AS ! . D 1 

MUCH AS YOU, \\ \ SOON, I'M THINKIN! I 

CAN FEES IT. 


\ ' Y 
y 4 fr. 'S SUCH AMAN 
|! : OF ACTION == THIS 
J Ye VA = h ENOLESS WAITiNG 
nt ” MUST BE A LIVING 
I CANNOT EVEN DV é VEZ AECL FOR HIM. 
HELP MXSELF. M\ y ANS ~ Zl 


- 
JE you ONLY KNEW, KURT WHEN JEAN mover vown 4] [TZ 
WAGNER... TO THE CYTY TO BUILD A 
ALL THOSE LIFE FOR HERSELF OC/ZS/DE 


WASTED YEARS...WHEN I THE X-MEN, I LET HER GO... 
LOVED JEAN AND SHE LOVED 
(IIE AND NEITHER OF US HAD THE 
SENSE TO TELL THE OPER... 
CD 


AND NOW, IF SHE 

DES, TLL 

HAVE ALL BEEN ) fie Zs Hyg 

FOR VOTHING anes ¥ 


IT'S NOT L£/KE you To 

ARGUE WITH REALITY 

CORBEAU --OR TO DENY 
THE EVIDENCE OF YOUR £& 


y = , 
BUT THEY'RE WW aT OA 
NOT. | ee 


T'S... 
Cece IT'S ALWAYS 


EZ "4 i 
EEE, Vas 
" WHEN I'M ABOUT To 
GOES OUT OF IT TIL bia CO 
SOUR LAE? IL. NOW. LOSE HER oneal: 


Ll 


ITS GOING TO BE FOUCAY- 
ANDP-GO FOR AWHILE, 
MR, SUMMERS, BUT WITH 
REST, PROPER CARE, 
FRVYENOS TO Look 
AFTER HER -- 


FACE IT, MY FRIEND, AS 


a 
SAID: "ONCE YOU'VE ELI/N/- 
NATED THE INPOSS/BLE, WHAT- 
EVER RE/VIAINS -- HOWEVER 
IMPROBABLE -- MUST BE THE 
TREATY, **. 


7 


f -DR. CORBEAU AND TI 
THINK MISS GREY IS 


GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 
PUT SIMPLY, THE X-MEN 
60 WHLO! 


Ss ii. 
y, Peal. 


cz 


RATHER, (HOST OF THEM GO 
WILD... OWE GOES OFF BY 
HIYSELF... 


SLIP AWAY WHEN WE ALL 
STARTED CHEERING... STIANE, NY 
ee Seay i FRIEND. 


THE GOOD NEW: THERE ARE 
AS TIMES WHEN 
FVERYOVE 
NEEDS TO BE 
EFT ALONE. 


THE WAY THE 
STRAIN OF THE 
LAST FEW DAYS 


SCOTT IS IN --HE WILL BE NO MATTER, KURT. ” BUT I CAN ONLY SY IT IF THE KEST OF YOU 
THE NEXT ROOM, AILOWG INA / I DON'T NEED SCOTT | DO ME THE COURTESY OF QWETING NN 


PROFESSOR-- MOMENT. TO SAY WHAT T 
ss Cec NEED T’ ‘ia 
GA SNAP, A 


R\ AAIVE TO SAY. 
ir ells 
\ 


G =. 
I'M SORRY, SEAN--THE FRESSURES ons 
OF THE LAST WEEKS ARE BEGINNING 
TO JEZZL ON ME, TOO... 


VOU WT 


QW 
CONTROL YOU HEARD UNFORTUNATELY, WE CAN'T 
YOURSELF, \ THE DOCTOR. LOOK AFTER JEAW AND RUN 
WOLVERINE -- THE X-MEN AT THE SAME 
AND FOR OWCE | RECOVERY THWE,, THEREFORE, A BRIEF 
IN YOUR LIFE, --AND WELL -EARNED -- 
CLSTEN AND HOLIDAY IS IN ORDER. 
PRN V” WHATEVER HAPPENS 


I WON'T HAVE 
YOU STAYING 


WHICH 1S ART OF 
THE REASON IM 

SENDING YOU FIVE 
X-MEN ON AN 
ENFORCED 
VACATION... 


--'CAUSE WONE 
OF US ARE GOIN’ 
AINVWAERE 
"Ti JEANNIE'S 
BETTER! 


I'M NOTSUREI \AN'IF YE'RE STLL [11'S IN A REMOTE PART O' COUNTY 
AGREE WIT' WHAT | LNVOETCIDED ABOUT MAYO, OUT ON THE AIL ANIC COAST:- 
YE'RE SAYIN’, WHERE T SEANAD US, FEW cao date 


CHARLES -- BLT I THINK J CAN FILL 4 a: 
GHoo>wr, THAT BILL. ‘ Gis= 
$053. IG T og 
Zink, Li WL 


THANK YOu, 
SEAN. YOU'LL ALL 


IT SEEMS, SO MY LAWYER 
WR. PLAN CRT XG NRITES 
ME-- THAT I'VE INHERITED 
THE CASSIDY AVCES- - 
TRAL HOME, 


WOBODY ECHOES XAVIER'S SENTIMENT-- 
NOT IN THE HOSPITAL, ANP NOT AT THE X-MEN 'S 
WESTCHESTER /HANSION AEADP- 


QUARTERS, WHERE 
THEY DISCOVER THAT 
ALL HAVE AMERICAN 
IDENTITIES ANDO 
MUWERA CAIN 
PYISSPORTS, 
AUTHENTIC, AND- 


ZNDEED, BY THE TIME THEY 


DETRAIN IN SALINA AND SWITCH 


TO A SURE? CIR FOR THE 
LAST LEG OF THEIR JOURNEY. 


SOME OF THEM, 
HOWEVER, ARE 
MERELY GETTING 


hy 
HEY, (OLSH1! 
WHAT'S WITH 


= 


DIDN'T YOU EVER 
LEARN 10 LIVE, 
F'R CRYIN’ OUT 
Loup! 7! 


GPUT THEIR MOOR BEGINS TO CKIANGE 
ONCE THEY'VE FLOWN INTO BOUIBLIN, TO 
SPEND A WEEK S/1GA7T-SEEING AND 


WINDING DOWN /N IRELAND'S CAAFYTAL 
BEFORE HEADING WEST TOWARDS 
1 COONTY MAYO. 


X-MEN ARE ACTUALLY § 
BEGINNING TO ENJOY 
FAEINSELVES. 


NOW DON'T BE GETTIN’ 
YERSELF INTO AN &7RQUAR, 
MIDGET. THAT'S HOW WE 
BUILD OUR KOA OS OUT 
HERE , WITH CSHRACTER, 


IF SO, THEN You 
SHOULD BUILD your 
ACTOMOGILES TO 
MATCH. SAY, WITH 
SPRINGS AND, 
SOFTER SEATS: 


I wouLD 
HAVE DONE 
BETTER TO 
— FLY. 


--BUT CHARLES 
OYE TELL us 
NOT TO DRAW 
ATTENTION TO 

OURSELVES 
REMEMGER? 


THE PROFESSOR |S NOT 
RIDING IN THIS FOUR- 
WHEELED JORIGRE 


Vis THAT A TOKE 
YE'RE CRACKIN, 
PETER RASPUTIN 7 
WILL WONDERS 
NEVER CEASE 7 


YER TORMENT'S | 
ALMOST OVER, 


THOUGH -- BECAUSE, 
MY FRIENDS -- 
7 --WE HAVE j 
ARRIVED. mom 
= mA \> 


CASS/IOY KEEP-- 
FIRST BUILT BY L/AM 
CASSIDY OVER A JAIOL/- 

SAND YEARS AGO TO 
DEFEND THIS STRETCH 

OF COASTLINE FROM 

VIKING RIEUOERES::. 


... REBLILT A SCORE OF TIVES OVER THE 
CENTURIES AS /(T STOOP AGAINST EVERY 
WWADEK? WHO TRIED 7O CON@UER /7--EVER 
PROUD, EVER DELIMIVI--/TS TALL, FORBIDDING 
WALLS STAINED WITH THE BLOOP OF A 
WUWERED SIEGES. 


GUT IN ALL THE CASTLE'S 
GLORIOUS f1STORXM, 
THOSE WALLS HAD 

NEWER FALLEN TO 
FORCE OF MYVIS. 


THAT I LYO, 
KURT WAGNER, 


IT MUST HAVE BEE 
CMARVELOUS, 


AH, WELL, L 
SUPPOSE IT'S 
‘ THWHWIE FOR ME 
TO SWITCH TO MY 

SOMAN GUKSE. 


BANSHEE, THIS IS 
INCREO/BLE ! 
AND YOU SAY YOU 


REZ Lk 
GREW UP HE LEZ 


Cs 


———— 


you'll FIT RIGHT IN THE 
WAY YOU AIRE. 


AIS WE SAID, CASSIDY KEEP 
AAS WEVER FALLEN TO 
FORCE OF ARMS... 


BUT TREACHERY: 
NOW THAT 5 SOME- «¢ 
TRING ELSE AGAIN. 


UU AN' WE WAIT FOR 


A é 
(@. ODONNELL T' LOWER 
THE DRAW ER/OGE, 


Y YOu HAVE YOUR 
a 1 EAMON 

O'DONNELL. ESCORT 
THEM IN, MAKE THEM 
COWDORTABLE... 


(VO), TOM CASSIDY. 
T'LL NOT DO THAT. I'VE 
DONE EWE THINGS IN 

YER SERVICE... 
> ~ BUT TLL 
\ NO PARTY T' THE 
(NUROER O' /WNO- 
CENT PEOPLE! 


AYE, CURSE 
YER BUTCHER'S 
HEART-- 


YOU'LL BE HARTY 
TO WHATEVER L 
FECL YOu, LITTLE 
MAN... \ 
». OR YOU'LL WAICH 


b THOSE WHO ZOYE AND 
IS 7ST YOULVEINAGONY. 


BY £0 cousin, you've \ 


QWE AFTER ALL. 

AND BROUGHT 

FPRIENOS WITH 
YOu, IT SEEMS. 


WINGING THEIR 
WAYS INTO BLACK 
TOMS WEG-- 


NEVER TO 
ESCAPE ALIVE. 


you'RE A -OGL TO 
TRUST HIM. ‘ 


THAT'S WHERE 
YOU'RE WRONG, 


| MY FRIEND. 


: ZA 
3 28 fte Oe 
THE 
ARE IN MY POWER, 
HE'LL DO WHAT- 
EVER I COMMAND. 


"HE LL EVEN BETRAAY A MAN | NOT TOME, IT ISN'T 
HE LOVES LIKE HIS OWN SON.” | ORORO. MY BOYHOOD 
HOW CAN AWYTHING )% 


__ TIME OF ME LIFE... 
LIVE HERE, GROW ‘ 


-- THIS PLACE IS 
NOTHING BUT 


THIS 1S YER ROOM, MISS ORORO-- X 
| I TRUST IT'S SATKSFACTORY. a 


V 


AH, BANGHEE, YOU'RE 


SO KF? 


JEAN WOULD SAY 
7" TO BE 


aoe ym EEP HAS 


oe 


1 AND IT DOES, 
BUT I WILL AO7 BE 
RULED BY MY FEARS. 
DAY IT LEAVE THIS I MUST FORCE 
CASTLE FOREVER, MYSELF TO 


N_ RELAX. «+ 


HERE WAS THE HAPPIEST / MORE DRAGONS 


YOUNG SEAN 
CASSIDY FOUGHT 


AN’ RESCUED MORE 
OAMSELS IN 


IS THE CASTLE S SEWES- 

CAAL-- THE STEWARD 0’ 
THE HOUSE. IF YE WEED 
ANYTHING, JUST ASK HIM. 


‘ BY THE WAY, ¢ 
FRIEND, HOW @E 
THE FAMILIES 7 THE 


LORD CASSIDy--IF YOU NS 

PON'7 (YINP, SiR, 

IT'S TIME ALL OF YE 
WERE GETTIN’ 
SETTLED. 


VERY WELL. LWWWVER’ WILL BE SERVED 
PROMPTLY AT E£/GA/7, THIS WAY, 
GENTLEMEN. 


AND I KNOW 4RE> 
CISELY How TO 
vo IT, 


FOR WHEN THE 
GODDESS OF THE 
STORM WISHES TO 
REFRES/ HERSELF 
AND CZ/M1 HER 


CS 
i] my EYES, I 
1 CAN ALMOST 
| IMAGINE 
MYSELF BACK 
XIN KENYA. 


QORORO'S JUST PREPARING TO 
LEAWE, WHEN.,, ~ 


SEMNOLD, FAIR DAMSEL-- Ze, 
THE FURRY FELONS 


YOu GOING 
DRESSED LIKE 


I'VE COME 
TO ESCORT 
| yOu TO 
DINNER. 
<J 


wg) Se 
CAN I HAVE THE FAST FLIGHT DOWN EM IN WITH 


~ 
) {THEN AGAIN, / 
THERE'S ALWAYS 
FIRST DANCE? NO?_, TO YO, THEN, ‘ST OF 'EM THE ASOAIL... ( 
Sy y 
S\ ve 


—— Wy y SWEETS 7? KNOW WHAT I MEAN? 
vit i» —~a, . 
y \ | Se 


yi 


"FRANKLY, SCARLET.”, | SO HOW'S ABOUT A 


WELL, NOW THAT YOUR sHow VG LY ORORO, YOU ARE ONE OF D3 
I$ OVER, KURT, IT'S MY TurN & Na THE MOST EAS TITEL 
FOR A PUICK CHAAINGE. 4 By Gi: WOMEN IT HAS EVER BEEN 
aoe CU MY PRIVILEGE 
me is TO KNOW. 


IT'S ALMOST IF IL COULD ONLY . THERE'S THE WAY EAMON HEY, WAAT GIVES, IRISH? THE 
- FROEE GFP NHEN I OLD MAN SAID THIS WAS A 
MENTIONED THE AMMULIES. FORVHIAL SHEBANG-- 
a 7 "4 


Vj (i -- $0 WHAT'S WITH 
Yi Hh YOU COMIN’ TO THE 
TABLE LOOKIN’ ae 


, 


WATCH THE 
MOUTH, BUB._/ 


RIGHT, AN’ 
ME NAME'S 


7 
NOT IRISH. 


IAMACO ONES 
“DATE” KURT, TL 


ANYWAY, SINCE T HAPPEN T'BE 2AED y 
O' THIS MANOR, I GET T'CONE T'DINNER GO INTO DINNER JOGETNER, 
DRESSED HOWEVER LT PLEASE, AS EQUALS. AGREED? 


SUCH A GENTLE, BANTERING INTERLUDE -- INTO CASTOME 
700 BAD IT HAS TO ENO, ep ALL O' YE’s! 
AMANNIGAN S BO6-- TEE \\\ il 

ie B y EES 


THE FLOOR L/ 2 zit 


‘1 4 


= / WE'RE BEING “| | WCE VACATION 
Z| MELED DOWN’ WHILE IT LASTED. 


oA CH,WELL, IT WAS A™ 


WHY, DEAR COUSIN SEAN, 
HOW MCE OF YOu To -- 
SHALL WE SAY-- DROP /N?. 


IN CASE YOU HAVEN'T GO/EESED, 
MY MUSCULAR FRIEND AND I 


MY YUM) Aammliy anc I, STUDENTS OF 
MAGE CHARLES XAVIER, WY 
SJ DEARLY-HATED S7EP 

Yat UWA 8207HER-- on VES, 

2 7 WE KNOW WHO You 


ARE, X-MEN,/-- 
PIECE.I AM SLAC V7 AM THE... 


ARE THE VUZLLZAINS OF THE 
K TOW 
CASS/OY. 


oy 
OD ff 
E 


, \ 
i 


b 


-_— 
AND JOGETHER, 
WE TWO ARE GOING 
TO DO WHAT WO OFHVEK?e 
VILLAINS IN THE HISTORY 
OF THE WORLD HAVE 
BEEN ABLE To £7. 


ELUSTER AWAY, COUSIN; IT'LL DO You 
WO GOOD. YOU'RE IN THE PUNGEONS 
NOW, DEEP INSIDE CAISS/PY CAKIAG, WITH 
COUNTLESS FOWS OF ROCK BETWEEN YOu 
AND FREEDOM. YOU'VE WO CAANEE, 
BANSHEE -- THIS PLACE WILL BE YOUR J7Q@MNB/ 


x 


US T’ DEATH, 
THEN 7 


MEIN GOTT 
Wy | THAT 
S SCREAM 17! 


> + CLOSED IN.., 

ROCK ALL AROUND 
ME --WO WAY OUT! 
ROCK BURYING ME... 

CROSHING NE... 


1+ CAN'T BREATHE.. 
CAN'T THINK,,. 
y} MOMHERSAELP ME! 


<.. 
ISSUE: ld 


s 


